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We are on a journey.  Yes, WE. The journey 
may take us from Bethlehem on to 
Jerusalem and parts in between. The 
journey may be rough, tough and may 
cause us to cry “where are we”? 
 

The journey may cause us to cry out for 
sufficient amounts of fish and bread to feed 
the crowd.  
 

 Yes, WE are all on a journey that calls for 
all of us to be transparent, open and honestly reflective as we begin 
the search for a new pastor.   The journey is not so much about 
identifying a skill set for a new pastor but identifying who we are. 
That journey might include being told that there is no room at the 
inn, or walking down the via Dolorosa with each one of us carrying 
our own Cross.  It’s a journey filled with learning who we are and as 
we travel that journey may Christ be before us and be behind us.   

 Pastor Peter 

 
A Prayer for 

Northwest Church 

God, grant us patience and 
wisdom in seeking the pathway 
forward for the discernment of 
Northwest Church’s  future 
ministry as we seek a new 
Pastor.  May the Holy Spirit 
continue to fill our hearts and 

minds with your love and your Faith.  We pray that through 
your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness and 
minster your justice with compassion. We ask all of this in 
the name of Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
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Special February Dates & Times - 2019 

 African-American History Month, February 1st thru 28th   

 Worship Commission & Elders, February 1st @ 9:30am 

 Groundhog’s Day, February 2nd 

 World Wetlands Day, February 2nd 

 Interim Pastor Rev. Dr. Peter Kalunian in pulpit, February 3rd 

 Boy Scout Sunday, February 3rd 

 Young Adult Week, February 3rd thru 10th 

 Breakfast Bunch, February 7th @ 7:45am at Denny’s 

 Installation Sunday, February 10th 

 Stewardship & Finance, February 13th @ 3:30pm 

 Elders Meeting, February 13th 

 Valentine’s Day, February 14th   

 Valdez Baby Shower, February 17th 

 Week of Compassion, February 17th thru 24th 

 President’s Day, February 18th 

 Board Meeting, February 19th @ 5:30pm 

 Breakfast Bunch, February 21st @ 7:45am at Denny’s 

 Regional Minister Sandy Messick visit, February 24th  

 Week of Compassion Bake Sale, February 24th 

 Food 4 Friends, February 25th @1:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

Church Undecorating Help Appreciated 
On Saturday, January 12, 2019, a group of our members gathered 
at the church to take down the Christmas decorations and store 
them away.  There were many hands and the job was finished in 
less than an hour.  When the job was finished, 
treats – blueberry muffins and blueberry 
coffeecake (warm) were shared with a cup of 
coffee.  A great big thanks goes out to the 
following who so graciously gave up an hour of 
their Saturday to help with this project:  Sue 
Jewett, Jim Jewett, Connie Eckard, Ralph 
Pohto, Bea Pohto, Kay Humphrys, Joe Popp, 
Donna Whiteside, Candace Rawlings, 
Shirley Wolf, Deb Donahoe, Rick Donahoe, 
Onnie Adams, Jim Kion and Anna Kion.   
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FEBRUARY INTERN’S CORNER  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

WHY LENT? 
In February we are in a time in our church called “Ordinary Time”. 

This is the time between Epiphany and Lent. The Catholic Church 

and the Episcopal Church consider this time to be part of the 

Epiphany season.  Lent is our next church season. 
 

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins 

on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from 

the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means "spring." The forty 

days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring 

the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry. 
 

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming 

of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early 

church, Lent was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. 

Today, Christians focus on their relationship with God, often 

choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of 

themselves for others. 
 

A spiritual path for each of us in Lent might include fasting, bible 

reading, prayer, service, and rest. Rest is based on the spiritual 

discipline of Sabbath- to be still in God’s presence. 

In 2019 Lent starts on Wednesday March 6 and ends on Saturday, 

April 20, the day before Easter. Different religions consider Holy 

Week, the week before Easter, as part of Lent or not part of Lent. 
 

"The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior, who will 

rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in his love.” 

(Zephaniah 3:17) 

Yours in Christ, Rick Donahoe 
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Search and Call Committee Update 

The Rev. Dr. Peter Kalunian starts as 
our Interim Pastor on February 1st.  
We expect to have Peter with us for at 
least six months.  At the January 13th 
Congregational Meeting the Search 
Committee was getting input on where 
we want Northwest United Protestant 
Church to be in 5 to 10 years. This 
meeting, along with a previous 
meeting we held on November 18th, provided the necessary 
information for the Search Committee to complete our church 
profile.  
 

The committee members are preparing their respective portions of 
the profile.  We will be meeting on Sunday, February 10th to 
compile all our sections and do a thorough edit of the document. 
Sandy Messick, our Regional Minister, will be at NWUP on 
Sunday, February 24th to worship with us and meet with the 
Search Committee.  The committee will be presenting our profile 
to Sandy for her review and approval.  
 

After that, Sandy will be putting our profile onto an on-line data 
base for Disciples of Christ pastors to review and hopefully apply.  
This process is for us to hire a “Settled” pastor. 
 

One exciting thing that we have been encouraged to do is to 
submit a video along with our profile.  The video will be short 
interviews with different church members.  Brenton is very 
experienced in making and editing videos and has taken this 
project on. He will be contacting selected members.  
 

We will continue to send out updates as the search process 
moves forward. 

Members of Your Search & Call Committee 
 Regina Gifford, Chair Brenton Nundahl 

Mel Adams   Shirley Wolf    

Joanna Flaten  Mike Dodson 

Sue Jewett     Rick Donahoe (spiritual advisor) 



Disciples Women’s Ministry 
DWM will be taking a winter break and will not meet again until April 
13th, second Saturday at 10 am.  When we get together in April, 
Candace Rawlings will lead us in a discussion of the book The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris. This is a novel based on 
real life experiences of Lale Sokolov, a Jewish prisoner tasked with 
tattooing the infamous numbers on Jewish forearms.  Local libraries 
have this book (often with a wait list, so reserve early) and we will 
see about finding used books to loan here at the church.  So if you 
are interested in book discussions come join us on the 13th.  At this 
meeting we'll be choosing the book for May so come help select the 
next book!  As ever, brunch will be provided. 

 
 
 

 
Northwest has signed up as an Amazon Smile organization, which 
means a percentage (0.5%) of purchases you make through 
Amazon will be donated to NWUP Church. 
 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you already know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.  To start donating through 
Amazon Smile, click here or go to: 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0729117 
 

and then click the *Start Shopping* button. That will set your 
charitable organization to Northwest United Protestant Church for all 
purchases made through Amazon Smile. 
 

Please note that you must purchase through smile.amazon.com, 
rather than through the normal amazon.com page.  You can tell that 
you are on the correct site because the header in the top left will say 
Amazon Smile.  
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  Mark your calendars!     

  Everyone is invited to celebrate the 

 anticipation of our newest little member 
with a baby shower for Paul and Kristen Valdez 

on Sunday, February 17th right after church.  
This happy couple wants to be surprised by  

the gender of their new bundle of love so  
 neutral colors please. Don't miss it! 
 

   When: Sunday, February 17th  

  right after Worship Service! 

   Where: in the Sanctuary 

FOOD FOR FRIENDS 

In December, Food 4 Friends fed 7 families (14 folks) a delicious 
holiday meal of chicken enchiladas, fresh fruit, veggies and special 
Christmas cookies and candies.  There were seven people preparing 
and delivering the food.  In January we served 8 families (17 folks) a 
meal of homemade winter stew with rolls, mixed greens salad, fresh 
fruit and a special old family recipe of homemade rhubarb cake. 
There were 7 people preparing and delivering food.   
 

Food 4 Friends is always looking for new people to provide meals to 
each month.  The people can be any of your friends and neighbors 
or someone you hear about who is in need of some warm food to 
comfort them and a quick or even a long visit with the delivery 
person to bring some cheer into their life.  Food 4 Friends meets on 
the 4

th
 Monday of the month (the 25th in February) at 1:30 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall and more hands are needed to come and help. 
You don’t have to be a great culinary chef, you just have to be able 
to put a little love in the packages we make up for our families and 
share a little prayer over the food before it is delivered. 

Our Support for Jefferson Elementary School  
Students appreciate non-perishable snacks, and juice boxes.  Items 
you donate and leave in the Narthex will be delivered to the school. 
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2/17-24/19 
Week of Compassion 

February 17th thru 24th is  
Week of Compassion! 

Envelopes will be available for 
donations.  Week of Compassion 
works through a remarkable 
network of church partner 
organizations and partnerships 
that insures that our response to 
humanitarian needs in the world 
is efficient, effective and faithful.  
Through these partnerships, 
Disciples are able to join a 
tapestry of caring that brings 
help and hope to hurting people 
in every corner of the world.  We 
rely on your compassion, your 
gifts and your commitment to 
help change lives for the better. 
We do so in the name of Jesus 
Christ and on behalf of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).  For more information 
about this important work, 
visit:  http://
www.weekofcompassion.org/ 
 

 

 

2/24/19—Bake Sale!
(Sponsored by Social Concerns 

as part of Week of Compassion)  

In an effort to support Week of Compassion we are having an old 
fashioned bake sale after church on February 24th. 
 

All proceeds go to the Week of Compassion fund.  Bake a favorite 
recipe...sweet or savory...to offer up for sale.  Ideas: cake, pie, 
cookies, cheese ball or think outside the box and bag some fresh 
veggies or fruit to sell.  Bring money and goods to church and help 
support Week of Compassion! 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/


MARK THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
Sunday, March 3, 2019 at 3:00 PM in OUR Sanctuary 

 

Dr. Jovanni-Rey V. de Pedro, Internationally acclaimed pianist 
will be performing on OUR Grand Piano.  

You will not want to miss this!!   
 

Throughout 2018 you may have been hearing some amazing music 
coming from our Sanctuary.  Jovanni has been practicing on our 
piano for his many International Concerts and Programs he has 
performed this past year.  When he was here visiting his wife 
Jeremy, who is finishing up her residency in Kadlec's Family 
Practice Program, I loaned him my key to practice on our piano. 
 

When Jovanni and I were talking recently he mentioned he would 
love to give a concert to thank us for his availability to practice 
when he was in town.  Lucky us!  Both the Elders and our Board 
have given full support for this performance. 
 

A program has been selected that includes music which piano 
students, parents, grandparents, piano teachers and non-pianist 
alike will recognize.  We will hear an assortment of pieces by Bach, 
Debussy, Rachmaninoff, Bartok, Beethoven, Mozart and Chopin 
plus a few others.  There will be some surprises planned to dazzle 
you.  Also included will be a duet or two with our recent musician, 
Carissa Pitkin Cox.   
 

There will be a free will offering taken for donations towards The 
Melange International Music Foundation that is a registered 501(c)
(3) charity to provide scholarships for students from developing 
countries and support the purchase of a cover for NWUP Church’s 
new piano.  Dr. De Pedro has recently established this 10-day 
course that will immerse participants in the musical and  
cultural traditions of Vienna, Austria.   
 

Stay posted for 
further updates 
on this event. 

Pass the word and 
bring a friend or 
neighbor along. 

Yours in music,  
Onnie Adams 
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About the Musician 

Filipino-American pianist 
Jovanni-Rey V. de Pedra 
has developed an 
international reputation  
as a soloist, collaborator, 
pedagogue, speaker, 
entrepreneur, and 
philanthropist. 

Coming from a family of musicians whose musical heritage dates 
back more than a century, Jovanni has appeared to public acclaim 
in recital and academic venues on five continents including 
London’s St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie 
Hall in New York, the Eroica-Saal in Vienna, and the Irish World 
Academy of Music and Dance. Jovanni has received numerous 
prizes in competitions in the United States, Canada, Spain, 
England, Austria, and Greece, including the Isabelle Bond Gold 
Medal for Performance Excellence, first place at the Pacific 
International Competition, and second place at the Ibiza 
International Competition. 

Jovanni’s academic research and pedagogical interests have led 
to presentations for the Music Teachers National Association 
(MTNA) and its state and local affiliates, the College Music Society 
(CMS), and the European Piano Teachers Association/World 
Piano Teachers Association in Serbia. He has also been featured 
as a keynote speaker and recitalist for the Australasian Piano 
Pedagogy Conference, and the Music Teachers Association of 
Queensland’s Alan Lane Memorial Workshops in Australia. 

A recipient of the 2017 Steinway Top Teacher Award, Jovanni's 
mission as a pedagogue is to develop pianists and teachers who 
are intelligent, creative, disciplined, reflective, and communicative. 
In addition to helping students reach their full potential as sensitive 
musicians, he is passionate about the growth of professional skills. 
In 2012, he received national recognition for spearheading the 
formation of the Piano Pedagogy Symposium, a conference by 
college students for college students. This MTNA event has since 
brought together hundreds of young music professionals to share 
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creative ideas, network, and develop skills as scholars, presenters, 
thinkers, performers, entrepreneurs, and teachers. Jovanni is also a 
founding member of the Young Professionals Track at the MTNA 
National Conference, and currently serves as in MTNA’s Special 
Committee on Young Professionals and committees for the 
National Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy. 

Whether it be collaborating with engineers to perform at a 
University of Idaho football game on a spinning piano with the 
Vandal Marching Band, or teaming up with Millsaps College’s 
award-winning community service program to bring piano lessons 
to adults from impoverished areas of Jackson, Jovanni can be 
continuously seen seeking ways to reach a wider audience, further 
music and music education, and give back to the community. Over 
the years, he has helped raise more than $100,000 for dozens of 
civic and religious organizations such as the Alay Sa Kabataan (Gift 
of the Children) Foundation in the Philippines, the Filipino Catholic 
Chaplaincy of Vienna, Grace House Mississippi, and the Austrian-
American Council West. 

A California native and alumni of the Los Angeles County High 
School for the Arts (LACHSA), Jovanni holds a Diploma (with 
auszeichnung) from the Vienna Conservatory’s Konzertfach 
Abteilung in Austria where his studies were supported by the 
ASCAP/Leiber & Stoller Foundations. He received a Master of 
Music degree in Performance Studies from Trinity College of Music 
in London, and earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Piano 
Pedagogy and Performance from the University of Michigan (Go 
Blue!). After teaching appointments at Millsaps College in 
Mississippi, Levine School of Music in Washington D.C., and the 
University of Idaho, Jovanni joined the faculty at Samford 
University’s School of the Arts as Assistant Professor of Piano and 
Piano Pedagogy. 

Now a mentor to his own students, “Dr. J” is grateful for his 
teachers and people who have positively impacted his life - namely 
his parents (his dad was his first piano teacher), Gloria Ho-Sims, 
Vilma Posadas, Robert Ward, Gerhard Geretschläger, Aries Caces, 
Yonty Solomon, Mikhail Kazakevich, Deniz Arman Gelenbe, Louis 
Nagel, and John Ellis. 

For more information, please visit www.jdepedro.com 

https://cameratamusica.com/www.jdepedro.com
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 The church library is on the honor system. 

Please remember to return the books when you are finished reading them.  

Thank you.  Mel Adams, Librarian 

Earth Shine    
by Anne Morrow Lindbergh  

 

reviewed by Mel Adams, librarian 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh was the wife of 
famous pilot Charles Lindbergh.  After her 
marriage; she learned to fly, navigate and 
operate the radio.  She accompanied her 
husband on numerous long flights in North 
America, Asia and Europe.  She was an 
accomplished author having written seven 

books not counting this one—all of them well received and very 
popular.   
 

In this book, Ann recalls her visit with her husband to Cape 
Kennedy for the takeoff of the first flight to orbit the moon.  They 
had lunch with the astronauts and witnessed the launch of the 
spacecraft.  She compares the scene at the Cape with a visit to 
Africa.  With poetic imagination that is unique, she celebrates the 
beauty of our planet as a fragile and vulnerable miracle of life 
suspended in the vast wilderness of space and time.   
 

She concludes that  “The roots of life are in wilderness, even as the 
flowers of civilization rise from cities.  But can one separate the 
roots from the flowers?  Can the flower exist torn from its soil?  We 
need wilderness as a source of life, but we cannot retreat from 
civilization.”  She summarized her view with a quote from T.S. Eliot,  
“We shall not cease from exploration/ And the end of all our 
exploring/ Will be to arrive where we started/ And know the place 
for the first time.” 
 

Ann was not only an explorer, a pilot and a gifted writer, but also 
one of the founders of the environmental movement.  This book is 
short but one of her best.  It is a pure celebration of wonder, beauty 
and an acknowledgment of the sacredness of the earth.  
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Short Stories by Jesus:  

The Enigmatic Parables 

of a Controversial Rabbi 

Join Jennifer Jacobson  
for a six-week study 

of the Parables of Jesus  
Thursdays after Choir Rehearsal 

at 6:30 beginning March 7
th

. 
 

Amy-Jill Levine, the renowned biblical 
scholar, author of The Misunderstood 
Jew, and general editor for The Jewish 
Annotated New Testament interweaves 
history and spiritual analysis to explore 
Jesus’ most popular teaching parables, 

exposing their misinterpretations and making them lively and relevant 
for modern readers. 
 

Jesus was a skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who used 
parables from everyday life to effectively convey his message and 
meaning. Life in first-century Palestine was very different from our 
world today, and many traditional interpretations of Jesus’ stories 
ignore this disparity and have often allowed anti-Semitism and 
misogyny to color their perspectives. 
 

In this wise, entertaining, and educational book, Amy-Jill Levine 
offers a fresh, timely reinterpretation of Jesus’ narratives. In Short 
Stories by Jesus, she analyzes these “problems with parables,” 
taking readers back in time to understand how their original Jewish 
audience understood them. Levine reveals the parables’ connections 
to first-century economic and agricultural life, social customs and 
morality, Jewish scriptures and Roman culture. With this revitalized 
understanding, she interprets these moving stories for the 
contemporary reader, showing how the parables are not just about 
Jesus, but are also about us—and when read rightly, still challenge 
and provoke us two thousand years later. 
 

RSVP so we can order enough participant guides.  They are 
$10.46 for paperback or $9.94 for Kindle edition on Amazon. If 
you order for yourself be sure to use Smile.Amazon so the 
church receives a percentage of your purchase.  (NWUP already 
has the leader guide and instructional DVD!) 



WITNESS OF THE SAINTS  

Sunday,  January 13:   
Worship: 44 

Christian Education: 0 

Nursery: 2 

In Finance: 
General Fund             $    3,455.00 

Capital Campaign                840.00 

NA Rent (Step Sisters)        150.00 

NA Rent (Free Spirit)          100.00 

NA Rent (Steps & Trad.) 50.00 

Copies                4.00 

Total                        $  4,599.00 

Sunday,  January 6:   
Worship: 43 

Christian Education: 3 

Nursery: 4 

In Finance: 
General Fund              $   3,380.75 

Capital Campaign           340.00 

NA Rent (Friday Night) 50.00 

NA Rent (Rush Hour)        50.00 

TOPS Rent    50.00 

Building Fund   25.00 

Restitution                        5.78 

Food Bank     5.00 

Total                        $  3,906.53 

Sunday,  January 20:   
Worship: 41 

Christian Education: 3 

Nursery: 4 

In Finance: 
General Fund              $   1,781.25 

Early Learning Co-op          800.00 

Hawaii Timeshare          750.00 

Capital Campaign                210.00 

DWM                    30.00 

Nursery Supplies  29.31 

Food 4 Friends          10.00 

Copies                  1.00 

Total                        $  3,611.56 

Sunday,  January 27:   
Worship: 38 

Christian Education: 3 

Nursery: 5 

In Finance: 
General Fund              $ 20,455.00 

Capital Campaign               520.00 

Food Bank            10.00 

Total                        $20,985.00 
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  February 3 February 10 February 17 February 24 

Elder S. Jewett A. Kion P. Cahow O. Adams 

Worship 
Leader 

C. Eckard J. Flaten S. Hall-Mullen K. Humphrys 

Deacons 

Bold 
names 

are 
Team 

Leaders 

Team 1- 
C. Rawlings 
J. Jewett 
J. Jakes 
J. Lawson 

Team 2- 
J. Kion 
B. Nundahl 
N. Dodson 
J. Willis 
J. Jacobson 

Team 3- 
D. Whiteside 
B. Butherus 
B. Neslin 
T. Neslin 
B. Miller 

Team 4- 
S. Hall-
Mullen 
M., S. , G. & 
A. O’Hara  

Song 
Leader 

B. Butherus B. Nundahl K. Humphrys J. Jacobson 

Sound R. Donahoe J. Brinson-
Wagner 

S. Wolf B. Nundahl 

Counters P. Cahow 

J. Willis 
J. Jakes 

A. Willis 
J. Kion 
S. Hall-Mullen 

D. Whiteside 
S. Jewett 

Greeter J. Jakes J. Kion B. Miller O’Haras 

Sunday 
School 

P. Cahow 
B. Pohto 

S. Hall-Mullen 
TBA 

J. Lawson 
TBA 

J. Willis 
TBA 

Coffee 
Hour 

K. Leitze 
Lawsons 
K. Divine 

B. Pohto 
A. Kion 
J. Jakes 

J. Flaten 
Neslins 
S. Hall-Mullen 

J. Willis 
D. Whiteside 
Valdez 

February Serving Sundays 

3-Matt Kincaid  

15-Jeff Ayres  

13-Aydia O’Hara  

19-Brenda Berkey  

20-Elvera Laughery  

20-Rebecca Burton  

25-Lois Galpin  

25-Savian Willis 

26-Ryan Dudley  

28-Ben Giardinelli  

28-Jan Brinson-Wagner  
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Northwest United Protestant Church 
Phone:(509) 946-3222                       

 

Interim Minister e-mail: pkalunian@gmail.com 
Ministry Intern e-mail: Rldonahoe@gmail.com  

Church office e-mail: office@nwup.church 
Website: nwup.church     

 Staff: 

 Peter Kalunian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Interim Minister 

 Rick Donahoe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ministry Intern  

 Joyce Willis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary 

 Karen Walley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Choir Director/Pianist  

 April Willis & Courtney Rieke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nursery 
  

NORTHWEST REMINDER is a non-profit monthly newsletter  

published by Northwest United Protestant Church,  

1312 Sacramento Blvd., Richland, WA, 99354 
 

Office hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

& Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
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