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Dear Friends, 
 
Two weeks ago, members and 
pastors from Disciples of Christ 
churches across the region met in 
Sumner, WA for our biennial 
Regional Assembly. The theme for 
2018 was “Courageous 
Engagement”, in recognition of the 
need for more (and more productive) 
conversation across political, 
theological and cultural divides. But 
as interesting as that theme may be, 
it was a different sort of boundary-
crossing that captured my attention 
this year — the merging of two of 
our denomination’s regions.  
 

Now, I might have already lost your attention by this point, and 
that’s perfectly all right. I’m not sure that the intricacies of church 
structures are very interesting to anybody, including the people 
who came up with them. But just in case you’ve run out of reading 
material in your home, I’ll explain. In the Disciples of Christ Church, 
our congregations are divided geographically, and each area is 
overseen by a “Regional Minister.” We are currently part of the 
Northwest Region, which encompasses Washington, Alaska, and 
Northern Idaho, and contains 48 churches, under the oversight and 
guidance of a very gifted minister named Sandy Messick.  
             

Last year, the Montana Region, which covers almost 150,000 
square miles but contains only 12 Disciples churches, approached 
the Northwest Region with a question: Though vibrant and faithful, 
their handful of congregations could no longer support a regional 
office of their own. Would we allow them to join us, and add their 
communities, their voices, their resources and gifts to our own? 
             

I’m not sure if Rev. Messick reads our newsletter regularly, but I’ll 
make the confession anyway: I wasn’t a fan of the idea. I lamented 
and I sulked and I sat in judgment. I abstained from every vote at 
Regional Board meetings and then again at Assembly. It was a 
very quiet sort of abstention, though, and as far as anybody else 
knew, the motion to merge passed unanimously. But like a woman 
possessed, I’d started channeling every cranky stick-in-the-mud 
that I’d ever met. It wasn’t pretty. 
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And it would have stayed that way if the Spirit hadn’t given me a 
push (or as my friend Rebecca puts it, a very — VERY — firm kiss 
on the forehead). Only days after Assembly, I got an email from 
Sandy telling me that a beloved colleague had stepped down from 
the transition committee that would be negotiating the merger. She 
knew it was a long shot, but would I join them? My better self, long 
hidden under the mantle of self-righteousness, snickered.  
 

That snicker turned into a full-fledged belly laugh when I was talking 
things over with Brenton Nundahl the next day. “What do you think 
of this merger?” I asked him, hoping he’d join me in mourning for 
The Way Things Were. But instead he said, with total earnestness, 
“I guess it could be kind of exciting. Besides, what other choice do 
they have?” 
 

From the mouths of babes! Or twenty-year-olds, I guess. My heart 
softened, my mind unfurled. The curmudgeonly façade melted away 
to reveal the slightly overtired pastor who really did want what was 
best for her neighbors, even if it meant change. 
  
Two days later, I called Sandy to say yes, I would serve on the 
committee. And I intend to give it everything I have. Which means 
that you, dear church, will have a front-row seat to this excited, 
scary, possibility-filled moment in our Region’s history. And, as 
always, you will have a seat at the capital-T Table, which is for all 
those who want to follow Jesus. Thank God for reminding His 
people that when more brothers and sisters show up, His Way isn’t 
to draw old lines more deeply — it’s to draw the circle wider. Amen? 
  

Amen.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Liv 

6/17/18—Special Sunday School Lesson! 
Hey kids, Pastor Liv has decided to branch out (or perhaps she’s 
just jealous of the Sunday School teachers who get to play with 
the kiddos every week) and will be presenting the Sunday School 
lesson in 2 weeks on Father’s Day, Sunday June 17th.   
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Special June Dates & Times - 2018 

 Elder’s Meeting, June 6th @ 9:30am in the Parlor 

 DWM Nehemiah Study, June 9th @ 10am in the Parlor 

 Stewardship & Finance, June 13th @ 3:30pm 

 Flag Day, June 14th  

 Breakfast Bunch, June 14rd @ 7:45am at Denny’s 

 Father’s Day, June 17th 

 Pastor Liv teaching Sunday School, June 17th 

 Spelling Camp, June 18th-July 19th  

 Food 4 Friends, June 18th @ 1pm in the Fellowship Hall  

 Board Meeting, June 19th @ 5:30pm 

 First Day of Summer, June 21st 

 Breakfast Bunch, June 28st @ 7:45am at Denny’s 

Bits & Pieces 
A Special Thanks to . . .  

all our faithful volunteers—Elders, Deacons, Board Members, 
Hospitality, and many others, especially—AJ Smith & Scott Becker, 
who have begun the important work of revitalizing our aging sprinkler 
system . . . Harold Galpin, our property guru, who works hard 
keeping our facilities well-lighted, getting leaking windows replaced, 
and keeps just about everything else functioning . . . Jim Jewett who 
keeps everything mowed and trimmed, week after week . . . our new 
sound system team members Doug Dunn & Shirley Wolf along with 
continuing members Jan Brinson-Wagner & Rick Donahoe and 
especially to retiring member Ralph Pohto, who bailed us out back 
in 2014 when no one else was interested in the job and served us 
faithfully for the last 4½ years. 

July 7th @ 7pm—Evening for the Angels 
If you would like to join your friends from Northwest in an evening of 
great music, appetizers, beverages & chocolates, please contact 
the office—office@nwup.church or (509) 946-3222—to be put on the 
waiting list.  Our church hosts a table with 10 seats (which are 
already spoken for) each year to support Chaplaincy, but we will 
maintain a waiting list in case someone drops out at the last minute. 
Individual tickets are also available at chaplaincyhealthcare.org/
event/angels for $75. 

mailto:office@nwup.church


INTERN’S CORNER  

 

We are now in the church season called “Ordinary Time”. Does this 
mean it’s a common or boring season?  Why is it ordinary? 
  
The Church uses a liturgical calendar with different seasons such 
as Advent, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter. Ordinary time begins with 
the passing of the Pentecost and continues until the First Sunday of 
Advent, and is the longest season of the church year. 
  
The term “Ordinary” derives from “ordinal” or “numbered”. Each 
Sunday in Ordinary Time is labeled with a number: First Sunday 
after Pentecost, Second Sunday after Pentecost, etc. 
  
This is the time of the year when we are not commemorating the 
major events in the life of Jesus—such as his birth, death, and 
resurrection—but rather the things he said and did throughout his 
time on earth. During this season, we delve deeper into scripture 
and the life of Jesus. We remember how he changed the lives of 
everyone he interacted with, in ways big and small. This is a time 
when we explore what it means to live every day in faith.   
 

Yours in Christ, Rick Donahoe 
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6/18/18—Food 4 Friends 
Food 4 Friends will be meeting a week early this month (the 3rd 
Monday of the month) Monday, June 18th at 1:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We have a dedicated core group of culinary 
enthusiasts who show up to help nearly every month, but everyone 
is welcome!  These meals have been a blessing to many families 
going through difficult times. No talent is necessary, just a pair of 
helping hands and maybe some fresh fruit or veggies to share.  
We’d even love a few latecomers to help deliver the goodies!   
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 The church library is on the honor system. 

Please remember to return the books when you are finished reading them.  

Thank you.  Mel Adams, Librarian 

On the Loose         
by Terry and Renny Russell  
reviewed by Mel Adams,  

church librarian 
 

For those of us who came of age in the 
1960s, this book is a classic.  A pair of 
brothers set out on a trip throughout the 
wilderness of the American West 
camping under primitive conditions along 
the way.  Their own quotes give an 
impression of the trip:  “Have you ever 
had just dried figs and sandy bread for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner?  Have you 
ever built a fire with a water ski because 

it was the only wood?  Have you ever lain under a truck for five hours 
because it was the only shade in the desert in July?” 
 

They summed up the trip by saying,  “It’s meant a lot of good humor.  
It’s meant a few flashes of almost unbearable beauty which I can only 
call religious experiences (and if religion means anything, that’s what 
they were).”    
 

The unbearable beauty they found is documented in the excellent 
color photographs they took and the short poetic sayings that 
punctuate this book.   
 

“It’s a shame that a race so broadly conceived should end with most 
lives so narrowly confined.  Why should we waste childhood on the 
children, poverty on the poor, antiquity on the antiquarians, or woods 
on the woodsmen.” 
 

Shortly before the publication of this book, Terry the older brother 
was drowned on a trip down the Green River in 1965.   



7 

8/5-11/18—Chi Rho & CYF Summer Camp 
Pastor Liv and Brenton Nundahl have signed up to be counselors at 
the Chi Rho & CYF Camps at Koinonia, Cle Elum, this summer.  
We’d love to see at least 4 kids from the extended NWUP Church 
family there, too.  And don’t forget, all campers are eligible for a 
district paid 1/2 scholarship! 

6/15&16/18—Bells of the Desert Concert 
As you are making plans for summer travel, Bells of the Desert is 
offering a musical road trip for your consideration and inspiration. 
Postcards: Greetings from America will be presented at the Richland 
Baptist Church, 1632 George Washington Way, on Friday, June 15 
at 7:00pm, and again on Saturday, June 16 at 3:00pm.  Admission 
is $10 suggested donation.  Children and students are free.  Enjoy 
the concert then start packing your bags!  

6/18/18 thru 7/19/18—Reading & Spelling Camp 
Do you know a child, 2nd grade through high school age who needs 
a little extra help with their reading and spelling?  The Riggs Institute 
summer Reading and Spelling Camp will be meeting at Northwest 
Church this summer from June 18th thru July 19th.  Call 946-5453 
or 627-5447 for more information or an application. 

Informational brochures are also available in the Narthex.   
(This is not a church sponsored program.) 
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Chaplaincy Health Care is now mandated by the government to 
provide new electrical generators to both of their buildings. This new 
requirement was put into place after Hurricane Harvey hit Texas last 
year and so many elderly folks in Hospice and Care centers were 
without warmth and shelter. Thanks to generous donors, they’ve 
received all but $20,000 for their Hospice House generator but this 
additional funding for the generator is currently quite a need!  Please 
prayerfully consider how you can contribute to this campaign  
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Our Summer Outreach Project this year is collecting non-perishable 

food items for the local Food Bank from June 1st through August 

15th.  For your convenience, a basket has been provided in the 

church Narthex.  Cash and check donations are also always 

acceptable and appreciated. Please mark your donation “Food Bank” 

and place it in the offering plate.  When needed, the Tri-Cities Food 

Bank can purchase items at a reduced cost. 
 

The Tri-Cities Food Bank suggests the following items for donation: 

• Sugar—5 pound bags 

• Flour—5 pound bags 

• Rice—1 pound bags 

• Beans—1 pound bags 

• Dried Peas—1 pound bags 

• Instant Mashed Potatoes 

• Hamburger Helper 

• Tuna Helper 

• Mac & Cheese 

• Fruit—all types 

• Vegetables—Corn, Peas, Beans, Mixed Vegetables 

• Soup 

• Baby Food 

• Evaporated or Powdered Milk 

• Jello 

• Cereal 

• Cake Mix 
 

To donate in honor or memory of someone special, or a special 

event, please note that with your donation and the Food Bank will 

recognize that in their newsfeed @ www.tricitiesfoodbank.org 

http://www.tricitiesfoodbank.org/


WITNESS OF THE SAINTS  

Sunday,  May 6:   
Worship: 52 

Christian Education: 0 

Nursery: 4 

In Finance: 
General Fund            $     1,953.00 

Capital Campaign           330.00 

TOPS Rent             50.00 

NA Rent (Steps & Trad.)       50.00 

NA Rent (Rush Hour) 50.00 

Hospitality             50.00 

Nursery            10.00 

Food 4 Friends              5.00 

Total                      $    2,498.00 

Mother’s Day 

Sunday,  May 13:   
Worship: 57 

Christian Education: 8 
Nursery: 3 

In Finance: 
General Fund             $   1,734.00 

Capital Campaign                 75.00 

Total                        $ 1,809.00 

Sunday,  May 27:   
Worship: 53 

Christian Education: 8 

Nursery: 6 

In Finance: 
General Fund           $      1,420.50 

Capital Campaign                  70.00 

Building Fund    20.00 

Music    10.00 

Food Bank                             5.00 

Total                      $    1,525.50 

Pentecost Sunday,  May 20:   
Worship: 57 

Christian Education: 0 

Nursery: 6 

In Finance: 
General Fund             $    3,110.00 

Capital Campaign                220.00 

NA Rent (Free Spirit)  50.00 

Food Bank   20.00 

Nursery   10.00 

Summer Camp            10.00 

Total                        $   3,420.00 
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June Serving Sundays 
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1-Jonna Hansmeier  

2-Kate Giardinelli  

4-Onnie Adams  

11-Carolyn Lawson  

11-Stephanie Hall-Mullen  

14-Hilani (Hani) Burton  

16-John Hansens  

19-Camden Michael Ayres  

21-Isla Gibbons-Buck  

29-John & Carolyn Lawson  

  June 6 June 13 June 20 June 27 

Elder M. Dodson R. Donahoe S. Jewett O. Adams 

Worship 
Leader 

B. Butherus M. Dodson D. Donahoe C. Eckard 

Deacons 

Bold 
names 

are 
Team 

Leaders 

Team 1- 
S. Jewett 
R. Gifford 
C. Rawlings 
J. Jakes 
J. Lawson 

Team 2- 
K. Giardinelli 
B. Nundahl 
O. Adams 
A. Kincaid 
E. Laughery 

Team 3- 
D. Whiteside 
J. Flaten 
B. Neslin 
T. Neslin 
B. Miller 

Team 4- 
S. Hall-
Mullen 
M., S. , G. & 
A. O’Hara  

Sound R. Donahoe J. Brinson-
Wagner 

S. Wolf D. Dunn 

Counters P. Cahow 

J. Willis 
J. Jakes 

S. Hall-Mullen 
J. Kion 
S. Hall-Mullen 

D. Whiteside 
S. Jewett 

Greeter J. Jakes TBA TBA O’Haras 

Sunday 
School 

P. Cahow 
J. Jakes 

S. Hall-Mullen 
B. Neslin 

L. Gibbons 
TBA 

J. Willis 
TBA 

Coffee 
Hour 

Humphrys 
Lawsons 
R. Gifford 

D. Eckard 
A. Kion 
L. Gibbons 

J. Flaten 
J. Willis 
S. Hall-Mullen 

T. Neslin 
D. Whiteside 
S. Wolf 

Birthdays & Ann iversar ies  



Northwest United Protestant Church 
Phone:(509) 946-3222                       

 

Pastor Liv e-mail: pastor@nwup.church 
Church office e-mail: office@nwup.church 

Website: nwup.church     

 Staff: 

 Liv Gibbons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor 

 Rick Donahoe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Intern  

 Justice Aragon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Summer Intern 

 Joyce Willis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary 

 Carissa Pitkin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Choir Director/Musician  
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